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Analysis of Approaches to Prophecy Studies in
Jewish Theology

[Received: April 9, 2025; Accepted: July 1, 2025]

Approaches to prophecy studies play a crucial role not only in understanding
precisely the views involved but also in analyzing and evaluating them, and the
major differences among perspectives in the domain of prophecy and revelation
largely stem from these approaches. In Jewish theology, concerning prophecy
studies, at least three approaches are discussed: “narrative/transfer” (naqli),
“theological” (kalam), and “philosophical.” This article, employing a descriptive-
analytical method with the aim of understanding Jewish theological approaches,
examines these three strands. The findings indicate that in the biblical-theological
approach, we do not need to provide a rational explanation of prophetic topics,
considering it to be unnecessary and erroneous. The theological approach in
Judaism, especially in medieval Judaism, is influenced by Islamic theology and
encompasses various kalam currents. Dawood Mogammas(d. 900 CE) and Sa‘diyya
Gaon (d. 883-943 CE) are representatives of the Mutazili-leaning tendency. In the
kalam approach influenced by the Ash‘arites, Judah Halevi (c. 1075-1141 CE) and
Isaac al-Blag (13th century CE) are the followers of this tendency, emphasizing the
priority of revelation over reason. The Kalam orientation of Qira’im, like the Kufan
school of thought, pays little heed to tradition. The philosophical approach in
Judaism, which emphasizes the use of philosophical language, principles, and
literary apparatus in the discourse on prophecy, also exhibits various currents. The
leading representative of the Aristotelian philosophical current is Maimonides
(1135-1204 CE), who, with a metaphysical perspective, examines the most
important issues in prophecy. Each of these approaches possesses a set of
methodological and content-based components in the field of prophecy, which are
examined in the present article.

Keywords: Jewish Theology, Prophecy & Revelation, Narrative Approach,
Theological Approach, Philosophical Approach.
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The Processual Evolution of the Concepts of Sacred
and Profane in Catholicism

[Received: July 10, 2025; Accepted: July 25, 2025]

Elucidating and delineating the scope of the concepts of sacred and profane
constitute fundamental research within the field of religious studies. The
significance of investigating the processual development sacred and profane is very
important, making it impossible to know the secularization or humanism.  The
notions of sacred and profane have an expansive historical breadth rooted in the
history of religion. Analyzing the evolution across the Bible, the early church eras,
and the medieval period provides a paradigm of semantic transformation and
conceptual development. This process reveals four interpretative patterns for
knowing the sacred from profane:

1. The Biblical pattern, which sees a close connection between religion and the
world, considering the worldly affairs as a farm for the hereafter;

2. The Ancestral pattern influenced by Gnostic and Greek cultures, often
repudiating the world and deeming it as profane;

3. The medieval pattern, where the dialectic between the sacred and profane in
biblical texts destabilizes, leading to a negation of worldly existence and an
exaggerated emphasis on the afterlife;

4. The modern pattern, which elevates anything that alleviates human suffering to
the status of sacred. Jesus’ positive approach to the world is undeniable, and his
view of poverty signifies a negation of greed and attachment to material wealth.

Keywords: Sacred, Profane, Genealogy, Catholicism, Bible, Church.
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Convergence and Divergence of the Ancient and
Modern Mu ‘tazilites

Mostafa Soltani*
[Received: January 20, 2025; Accepted: May 22, 2025]

The Mu ‘tazilah is a religious creed of theological rationalism whose life traces back
to the late first century AH, blossoming in the third decade of the second century
AH, and by the fourth century AH it was the dominant doctrinal current in the
Islamic community. From the fifth century AH onward, it began to decline, and in
the seventh century AH it collapsed. With the dissolution of this sect, rationalism in
the Islamic community was relegated to oblivion. In the last two centuries, a number
of Islamic thinkers have defended Islam and refuted criticisms of the religion by
employing Mu‘tazilt methods, and they have come to be known as Neo-Mu ‘tazilah.
This library-based, comparative analysis aims to clarify the points of difference and
similarity between the two aforementioned currents. The two intellectual systems
were convergent in foundational domains such as rationalism, philosophical
orientation, defense and refutation of doubts about Islam, belief in the principles of
faith, and so on; however, they diverged in interpretation of texts, underlying
premises and implications of rationalism, the influence of Qur’anic text by the
culture of its Revelation, the historicity of Islamic rulings, and related matters.

Keywords: Neo-Mtazilites, Sects of Kalam, Rationalism, Modernization,
Intellectuals

s ssociate Professor, Faculty of Islamic Sects, University of Religions and Sects, Qom, Iran,
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Manichean Literature and Mystic Spiritual
Liberation

Somayyeh Khalili *
[Received: April 4, 2025; Accepted: July 1, 2025]

Manichean literature, in a lyrical, symbolic, and enigmatic register, narrates a
mystical journey from the soul’s bondage in the material world to liberation in the
eternal light. This study aims to analyze the representation of the concept of
salvation in Middle Persian and Parthian texts, with particular focus on the hymns
“Huwidgaman” and “Angdrushan,” and to examine the mystical themes within these
works. Employing qualitative content analysis, it identifies and analyzes key
semantic motifs—cosmic suffering, Gnostic knowledge, liberating deities, and the
Heaven of Light—as central themes of the hymns. The findings indicate that these
texts, employing literary devices such as the allegory of the “Ship of Light” and
metaphors like the “garment of joy,” render the soul’s liberation a poetic and ritual
experience. Within this framework, Gnostic knowledge is presented as inner
awareness, and savior deities, such as the resplendent Christ, function as guides on
the spiritual path. These works are not only conveyors of mystical teachings but also
constitutive parts of the ritual process of liberation. The study’s results emphasize
the deep linkage between poetry and mysticism in the Manichean tradition and lay
the groundwork for comparative studies with other Gnostic and mystical schools.

Keywords: Salvation, Manichean Mysticism, Manichean literature, Gnostic
knowledge, Dualism, Cosmic Suffering.
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Cross-validation in the Function of Neo-Mythology
of Gods-Overlords; Satan in the Liberal Thought
Approach and Modern Satanism

Seyyed Amir SeyyedJafari”
[Received: February 3, 2025; Accepted: May 27, 2025]

Some have raised the question of what similarities exist between modern Satanism
and liberal thinking in the modernization of the functions of Christian myths. This
study employs a comparative approach to examine the aforementioned similarities in
the myths of the god-king (the lord) and Satan. The findings indicate that for the
neo-mythology of the myths of the lord and Satan, first, metaphysical approaches to
these myths were eliminated; then, their definitions and interpretations in the Bible
were redefined. Accordingly, the modernization of the aforementioned myths, based
on modern functions—after negating their theological function—can be divided into
two stages: a) the modernization of myths based on cultural functions; b) the
modernization of myths based on liturgical (ritual) functions. It is noteworthy that
liberal thinking and modern Satanism in the first stage overlap with each other,
while Satanism in the second stage, which involves the reutilization of theological—
modernized myths in religious rites, is distinguished from liberal thinking.

Keywords: Neo-Mythology, Myth of the Lord (God-King), Myth of Satan,
Satanism, Liberal Thinking.
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The New Structure of Contemporary Abadiyyah
Jurisprudence Sources

Ebrahim Qasemi”
[Received: February 28, 2025; Accepted: June 15, 2025]

The Abadiyyah figh is a middle ground between the Zahiri and Hanbali approaches
on one side and the Hanafiyyah Figh on the other side. Although this jurisprudence
was established in Iraq, it does not follow the methods of the Hanafi or Mu‘tazilite
schools. The Abadiyyah jurisprudence is neither purely literalist nor purely
rationalist; rather, it interprets those apparent meanings that do not accord with
reason. It should be noted that the fatwas of the Abadiyyahs are sometimes
reconciled with the Maliki jurisprudence, sometimes with the Hanafi, and sometimes
with the Ja‘fari (Shi‘i) traditions. The contemporary Ebadhi approach and structure
proceed with a tripartite division of inferential sources. The sources of legislation in
Abadiyyah are the Qur’an, the Sunnah, and reasoning; consensus (ijma‘), analogy
(qiyas), and istidlal (the act of reasoning) are regarded as forms of ra’y (opinion).
Typically, istidlal in Abadiyyah means analogical reasoning, juristic preference
(istihsan), and considerations of maslaha mursala (unrestricted public interest). This
article, using a descriptive-analytical approach and a library-based methodology,
engages in the reconstruction, renewal, and the new structural arrangement of
Abadiyyah jurisprudence sources and methods of inference in the contemporary
period.

Keywords: Reconstruction, Renewal, New Structure, Sources of Legislation,
Sources of Inference, Abadiyyah.
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