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"Ethical Ethnocentrism" in Jewish Sacred and
Rabbinic Texts: A Critical Analysis of the Ethical
Dimensions of Halakha

Elaheh Hadian Rasanani”
[Received: 2026/5/28; Accepted: 20268/8/8]

This study aims to critically investigate the nature of the ethical system
within the Jewish Rabbinic tradition, addressing the fundamental question of
whether ethics in the Tanakh, Talmud, and Rabbinic literature possess a
universal and cosmopolitan structure, or are rather predicated upon an
ethnocentric and covenantal logic. The research methodology is grounded in
textual-critical analysis, with data extracted from primary scriptural sources
and classical Rabbinic commentaries. Given the status of Halakha as the
normative and jurisprudential system of Rabbinic Judaism, this study
examines specific Halakhic domains concerning human and social relations
that encapsulate the ethical values and imperatives of this tradition.
Accordingly, areas such as judicial justice, economic relations, the
preservation of human life, the charitable system, social solidarity, and
integrity are critically analyzed. The research findings reveal that in many of
these domains, notable distinctions exist between the "in-group" (the people
of Israel) and the "out-group" (non-Jews) with respect to the scope of ethical
and legal obligations. These distinctions manifest in issues such as legal
testimony, usury, the restitution of lost property, the duty to save lives,
almsgiving to the poor, and the tenets of social loyalty. Rabbinic
interpretations predominantly justify these disparities by invoking the
concept of the divine covenant, historical contingencies, and considerations
of social expediency. The study concludes that ethics within the Rabbinic
tradition are profoundly intertwined with the normative framework of
Halakha, and that, in numerous instances, the purview of its ethical
requirements is contingent upon religious identity and membership in the
covenantal community.

Keywords: Judaism, Halakha, Ethics, Ethnocentrism, Jewish Sacred Texts,
Tanakh, Talmud.

# Associate Professor, University of Qur'an and Hadith, Tehran, Iran. Email: hadian.e@hadith.ir
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Types and Foundations of Dualism in the Ontology
of Zoroastrianism and Indian Religions
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Dualism is a challenging doctrine often misconstrued in popular belief as
ditheism and exclusively attributed to Zoroastrianism. However, in the realms
of theology and ontology, this doctrine encompasses a profoundly deeper
significance than mere ditheism. Furthermore, beyond Zoroastrianism, dualism
is also prevalent in various Indian religions and philosophical schools. Given
the distinct theological and ontological foundations of these major religions,
alongside the diverse manifestations of dualism within them—namely cosmic,
moral, and metaphysical dualism—it appears that the concept holds
fundamentally different definitions across these traditions, sharing no
commonality other than the dualistic origin of existence. In essence, this
divergence stems from the differing underlying principles of dualism in each
religion: while Zoroastrianism is characterized by a cosmic-moral dualism, the
Samkhya and Yoga schools in Hinduism, as well as Jainism, present a
metaphysical dualism. Despite these distinctions, an investigation into these
traditions reveals that dualism is primarily posited to elucidate the conflicting
elements of existence, with the ultimate objective being the attainment of the
transcendent Unity. This article seeks to clarify the concept of dualism within
these ancient religions, offering a comparative analysis of its foundations while
highlighting the ensuing similarities and differences.

Keywords: Dualism, Zoroastrianism, Hinduism, Jainism, Good and Evil,
Spirit and Matter.
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In the early twentieth century, with the rise of the Nazi state in Germany and,
consequently, the onset of world wars led by Adolf Hitler, new challenges
emerged for the church. Reactions to these events and the ensuing situation
varied, resulting in two starkly opposing factions within the Protestant
church: the Confessing Church resisting the regime and the German
Christians supporting it. As government actions and clergy friendly to the
regime intensified, members of the Confessing Church, led by Karl Barth,
convened to prevent the German Christians’ portrayal of Christology and the
Christian church from being distorted, and they approved the Barmen
Declaration in six articles. This study, employing historical analysis,
examines the background and consequences of issuing this declaration. The
findings show that the declaration aimed to confront the notion of dual
authority and to assert Christ’s lordship over the church and the state, thereby
blocking the Nazi regime’s expansionist aims. Although the declaration left a
notable mark and somewhat challenged the intellectual foundations of the
ruling spectrum, it did not exert a dramatic influence on attitudes due to
insufficient uptake by Confessing Church members.

Keywords: Barmen Declaration, Karl Barth, Nazi State, Confessing Church,
German Christians.
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An Epistemological Analysis of the Relationship
Between Ahura Mazda and Human in the Gathas:
A Content Analysis Approach
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This study aims to elucidate the role of knowledge regarding Ahura Mazda in
fostering a profound and meaningful relationship between humanity and the
Divine in Zoroastrianism. Employing a qualitative methodology grounded in
content analysis, the Gathic texts were analyzed through a textual and
analytical approach centered on the "epistemological relationship between
Ahura Mazda and human." The findings demonstrate that comprehending the
attributes and divine emanations of Ahura Mazda—attained through sacred
texts, wisdom, insight, and self-knowledge—plays a foundational role in
cultivating cognition, wisdom, and human commitment to aiding Ahura
Mazda. Furthermore, this knowledge drives individuals toward purposeful
reflection on creation and actions derived therefrom. The results also indicate
that within Zoroastrianism, knowledge of Ahura Mazda, emphasizing His
attributes of oneness and creatorship, effectively neutralizes the influence of
Ahriman in the cosmos. In the light of this understanding, humans discern the
purposeful nature of existence and pledge themselves to observing Ahura
Mazda’s commandments and practicing conscious moral agency.

Keywords: Epistemological, Ahura Mazda, Avesta, Wisdom, Gathas.
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This study examines the doctrine of Walayah (spiritual authority/guardianship)
in Sufism, particularly within the Qadiriyya Kasnazaniyya order; a doctrine that
is aligned with concepts such as Sheikh, Qutb, and Bay’ah (allegiance),
grounded in spiritual proximity, election, and closely tied to the transition from
the ‘Sheikh of instruction’ (shaykh al-ta’lim) to the ‘Sheikh of spiritual
upbringing’ (shaykh al-tarbiyah) and the spiritual control of the guide over the
disciple (murid). In this order, Walayah is regarded as divinely bestowed (non-
acquired), total, encompassing all dimensions of the disciple’s life, and
demanding absolute obedience. Accordingly, this research employs a
descriptive-analytical method to address the fundamental question: How is the
doctrine of Walayah formulated in the Qadiriyya Kasnazaniyya order, and in
what manner does it provide ground for convergence with the beliefs of
Twelver Shia Islam? The findings indicate that the doctrine of Walayah in the
Kasnazaniyya owing to the belief in bestowed Walayah and its connection to
devotion and love for the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH) presents a clear capacity and
possibility for rapprochement with Twelver Shia beliefs. Furthermore, the
findings emphasize that this belief system should not be reduced to folk
religion or the lower strata of Kurdish society; rather, its historical and
analytical reappraisal delineates the horizons of proximity (taqrib) between this
Sufi order and Shi’ism.

Keywords: Velayat, Qadriyah Kasnzantyah, Twelver Shi‘ism,- Wali-ism,
Bestowed Velayat.
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3 Religious Studies

| A Biannual Journal of Religious Studies
¢ Vol.1, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2025

An Analysis of the Hypothesis of Islam’s Borrowing
of Teachings from Judaism
(Case Study: Priesthood in Judaism and Sayyidhood in Islam)

Mohsen Daleer” & Seyed Reza Moaddab
[Received: 2025/6/1; Accepted: 2025/6/30]

Some researchers, citing apparent similarities among religions, have
proposed the hypothesis that Islamic teachings were borrowed from Judaism.
One such case is the comparison between the institution of priesthood in
Judaism and sayyid status in Islam, based on the condition of blood-line
descent from the prophets. Using a comparative analytical method, this study
seeks to address the following central question: How can a comparison of the
rationale for the emergence, structure, and economic and social dimensions
of priesthood and sayyid status challenge the theory of borrowing and
demonstrate the independence of the institution of sayyid status? The
findings show that, although both institutions share a “basis of attribution”
(blood lineage), fundamental substantive, structural, and foundational
differences exist between them. In Judaism, priesthood was a hereditary and
exclusive office with particular economic and social functions, whereas
sayyid status in Islam is not an office with an exclusive structure; rather, it is
rooted in love for the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the recompense for
his prophetic mission, and sayyids have enjoyed complete freedom in the
affairs of life. These fundamental distinctions invalidate the theory that
Islamic teachings were borrowed from Judaism and establish the authenticity
and independence of the institution of sayyid status in Islam.Sayyidhood,
thereby refuting claims of borrowing and affirming the authenticity of
Sayyidhood within Islam.

Keywords: Priests, Sayyids and Sayyidhood, Islam, Judaism, Genealogies.
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