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Some researchers, citing apparent similarities among religions, have
proposed the hypothesis that Islamic teachings were borrowed from Judaism.
One such case is the comparison between the institution of priesthood in
Judaism and sayyid status in Islam, based on the condition of blood-line
descent from the prophets. Using a comparative analytical method, this study
seeks to address the following central question: How can a comparison of the
rationale for the emergence, structure, and economic and social dimensions
of priesthood and sayyid status challenge the theory of borrowing and
demonstrate the independence of the institution of sayyid status? The
findings show that, although both institutions share a “basis of attribution”
(blood lineage), fundamental substantive, structural, and foundational
differences exist between them. In Judaism, priesthood was a hereditary and
exclusive office with particular economic and social functions, whereas
sayyid status in Islam is not an office with an exclusive structure; rather, it is
rooted in love for the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the recompense for
his prophetic mission, and sayyids have enjoyed complete freedom in the
affairs of life. These fundamental distinctions invalidate the theory that
Islamic teachings were borrowed from Judaism and establish the authenticity
and independence of the institution of sayyid status in Islam.Sayyidhood,
thereby refuting claims of borrowing and affirming the authenticity of
Sayyidhood within Islam.
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