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This study examines the doctrine of Walayah (spiritual authority/guardianship)
in Sufism, particularly within the Qadiriyya Kasnazaniyya order; a doctrine that
is aligned with concepts such as Sheikh, Qutb, and Bay’ah (allegiance),
grounded in spiritual proximity, election, and closely tied to the transition from
the ‘Sheikh of instruction’ (shaykh al-ta’lim) to the ‘Sheikh of spiritual
upbringing’ (shaykh al-tarbiyah) and the spiritual control of the guide over the
disciple (murid). In this order, Walayah is regarded as divinely bestowed (non-
acquired), total, encompassing all dimensions of the disciple’s life, and
demanding absolute obedience. Accordingly, this research employs a
descriptive-analytical method to address the fundamental question: How is the
doctrine of Walayah formulated in the Qadiriyya Kasnazaniyya order, and in
what manner does it provide ground for convergence with the beliefs of
Twelver Shia Islam? The findings indicate that the doctrine of Walayah in the
Kasnazaniyya owing to the belief in bestowed Walayah and its connection to
devotion and love for the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH) presents a clear capacity and
possibility for rapprochement with Twelver Shia beliefs. Furthermore, the
findings emphasize that this belief system should not be reduced to folk
religion or the lower strata of Kurdish society; rather, its historical and
analytical reappraisal delineates the horizons of proximity (taqrib) between this
Sufi order and Shi’ism.

Keywords: Velayat, Qadriyah Kasnzaniyah, Twelver Shi‘ism,- Wali-ism,
Bestowed Velayat.
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